
May You Live 
in Interesting 
Times
Navigating Security in an Age 
of Digital Upheaval



Interesting times: The Great Convergence

Technological crossroads

Reshaping of post WW2 order

Historical inflection point ?



Technological Revolution Phases

Installation 
Phase Irruption and 

Frenzy Turning 
Point/Crisis Deployment 

PhaseThe initial 
phase where 
new 
technologies 
emerge

Synergy and 
MaturityIntense activity 

and excitement 
around new 
technologies

Golden Age 
PotentialA critical phase 

where 
challenges and 
crises occur

The phase 
where 
technologies 
are widely 
adopted

The phase 
where 
technologies 
stabilize and 
mature

The potential 
for achieving a 
golden age

Carlota Perez – Scholar of Technological revolutions 



Technological Revolutions Shaping Modern Society

1771 1829
The Industrial Revolution 

begins in Britain
The Age of Steam and 
Railways is triggered

1908 1875
The Age of Oil, 

Automobiles, and Mass 
Production launches

The Age of Steel, 
Electricity, and Heavy 
Engineering starts

1971
The Age of Information 

and Telecommunications 
begins
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Today’s 
defining forces

Shift to a society of AI

Energy transition 

Geo fragmentation & 
Post globalization



Notable AI Models 1950-2025



Dario Amodei – ‘A Country of 
Geniuses in a Data Center’



The Singularity…..

Law of accelerating returns

AGI by 2029

Indefinite lifespans 2030s 

Human brain and AI merges 

Singularity by 2045



The agentic AI Scientist Source: https://sakana.ai



Agentic Vulnerability research



Can LLMs Autonomously Hack Networks? Yes, With Help!



Can LLMs Autonomously Hack Networks? Yes, With Help!

• Problem: LLMs alone fail at complex, multi-
stage network attacks

• Solution: High-level Abstraction (Incalmo):
• Middle layer between AI & Network

• LLMs state high-level goals (scan, infect).

• Incalmo translates & executes correctly.

• Result: LLMs + Incalmo = Successful complex 
attacks in 9/10 realistic test networks.

• Key Insight: Abstraction matters more than 
model size



Floyd has an 
attitude 

problem!



The art of deception: How AI tricks us





Japan’s Vanishing Villages 
where dolls outnumber 
people



The economic handoff

Demographic shift: Global population to peak ~2050, 
then decline

Fertility crisis: No nation has reversed sub-
replacement birth rates

Economic challenge: Shrinking labor force, markets, 
and demand

Rise of AI & robotics: Synthetic entities begin 
producing and consuming

Machine economy: M2M transactions, synthetic 
consumption (energy, space, materials)

Human focus shifts: Creativity, connection, 
exploration, attention as premium



Rethinking Energy: From Commodity to Technology
• In October 2024 UK finished with coal power after 142 years

Source: BBC





Powering your winery 
with a battery you can 
drive
• EVs can power your home or the grid – Bidirectional 

charging
• Save up to $30,000 over 10 years by using your car as a 

battery
• EV batteries = 5 * bigger than most home batteries
• Real-world example: Winery powered by solar + Nissan 

Leaf
• National potential: $2.96 billion in system-wide savings
• Bonus: EVs can be cheaper and more flexible than home 

batteries



Embracing 
the Age of 

Energy 
Abundance -

Securely



Heathrow Blackout: A Case 
of Predictable Weirdness

• Single Point of Failure: Fire at one substation 
shut down Europe’s busiest airport

• Known but Ignored Risk: No redundancy despite 
clear vulnerabilities

• Systemic Weakness: Complex systems can fail 
from small overlooked parts

• False sense of security: Rules and regulations 
can mask deeper risks

• Key takeaway: Resilience requires active risk 
management—not just rule-following but 
challenging assumptions



Daniel Yergin 

“The Prize”
• Oil shaped the 20th century
• Energy has acted as a central 

pillar shaping geopolitical 
alliances and conflicts, driving 
significant shifts in global 
economic power and structures.



The G-Zero 
World: A 

Leadership 
Vacuum

The post-globalization movement in 
technology is now spreading to data, 

AI, security, and privacy



Bringing Sovereign Encryption to Life: How It Works

Customer’s cipher design

Secure upload

Cipher in use



https://www.edelman.com/



https://www.edelman.com/







• ASPI monitors 64 critical technologies
• Shows 21 years of data
• US led 60/64 techs in 2003–2007
• China leads 57/64 in 2019–2023
• China’s share of global manufacturing set to 

hit 45% by 2030







Dubbed the “dark factory,” this 
facility runs entirely on 
artificial intelligence (AI) and 
robotics, eliminating the need 
for lighting, lunch breaks, or 
labor





Fully Automated Luxury 
Communism

A provocative vision: life beyond 
the necessity of work

What if robots did the labor - and 
humans pursued meaning

Automation as liberation: time for 
creativity, intellect and leisure



Getty Images

‘….interesting times’
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